Canine histiocytic diseases.
Canine histiocytic diseases are an emerging spectrum of diseases characterized by proliferations of histiocytic cells. Nonneoplastic histiocytic disease (reactive histiocytosis, comprising cutaneous and systemic histiocytosis) is uncommon. Neoplastic histiocytic diseases include cutaneous histiocytoma, which is a benign histiocytic tumor, and localized and disseminated histiocytic sarcoma (previously known as malignant histiocytosis), which are malignant diseases. The differentiation of histiocytic diseases can be challenging. This article outlines the characteristics of each disease entity and details the clinicopathologic, histologic, immunohistochemical, prognostic, and therapeutic differences among them.